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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

ALBANIAN CORSIBER COOPERATIVES CRITICIZED

: Consumer cooperatives in 1951 wmade scme gaina over 1950 in organizing
H purchades ahd salea, In 1950, about 3% percen’ of the totzl pumber of coop-

’ eratives showed 8 loas, while in 1951, only 10 percent of them operated at |
a deficit. ;

i Bowe ccoperatives have shown o tendency to make high profits on their
; ssles of agrizulturel and sheep profucts on the free warket. In & rucent meet
H ing, the Ces *ral Association of Conpumer Cooperatives sharply criticized these
} nar~fyl tendoncies, &s vell as the negutive sttitude of ths hesds of coopera- i
: tiveg in financial watters. The critics claimed that such tendencies b ’ ;
structed fulfiliment of the plen for agricultucs) and cheep products and pre- i
ventad lowering prices and furnishing necessary supplies to civy and rural ' ;
: workers. A fev avumplez of excessive Profits were given. For instance, the :
; Cocperative Association of Tepalene Hreth had made an 1l-percent profit in
; S8 twmover on the free market ip 1951. The Permet Association rmis & T~por=
2ent profit, and the majority of consumer cooperatives in Korce and aveje
made sialler profiis.

4 Parthermore, 1t was noted thet rreth aggociations nccapted few offars
from b -6alling cooperativer us comparad with offerc acceptad from

5 [sma11 Jocel] conmumer gooperatives, becavss the letter often made iover

3 bids which parmitted tue rreth assccietions to wake & higher profit. It was
; knuwn, for exsmple, that the Pogradec Rreth Association would not buy ayples
from local buying-selling cooperatives because the profit would not be es :
high as dacired. The purpose of the rreth association was to weke a profit o
on all articles or to warket one articie which would bring in a good profit, . N
without considering that & greater stock of agricuiltural and sheep products C
sbould be kept on hend to ess throughout the Yyear,

This situation is due in large part to the dtstorted fdess whick some
bankgors of cooperatives have of what constitutes s mavked for the peopla.
They do not act on the prineipal of giving the worker what he needs but on ,,;
the principle of meking a pro?it themselves, |
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To cite an evampls, Xhelil Muce, the meneger of the Serande Cooperative
{ Agsociation. considered a8 prefil of 18 leks on 2 kilogram of rize "quite norual,"
A without riopping to think that 1f the profit were lass, workers could buy more

cheaply om the free msrket,

another negative factor 4n the matter of profits,

Cooperative directors were criticized for not
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and Industrial Centers.”
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The Jezicess 5f finencial sdministretion chiefs in cooperatives was called

bother with £inancie) problens, xor d1¢ they examine She bulunce shasts pre-
sznted 4o ihen te escertain the facts and take proper steps.

chase a8 many agricuitural and sheep preducts 95 possible. Instead they pre-
farved to rea),iz'e high profits on collecting and selling fewer items because

the operstion wag sizpler. For exaiple, the fernet Cooperative mentioned earlier
¥or 135 high profits, Tulfilled only 78 percent of the 1951 eollectica plen. :
The reason was that this cooperative di1d not try to reduce prices. It did not ) .
even iry. to reduse the costs. involved in tha purchase and sale of goods -on the
free morket, although cowt reduction is the complement of price reduction.

For optimm execution of the party measures to bring the pecple the best
Sna e @0nh consumer goods, covperatives vere urged to organize a systematic
campaign to reduce prices, ccadat cepitelistic tendencies toward high rrofiss,
pRke fair offers and profits » 8zd orgenize an econonic regime by reducing waste,
tranmportation costs, and, shove 21}, edminasirative cipenses. A step in the
‘Tight direction would be for the cooperatives and merketing sections in rreths
to put {nto exmcution Order Mo 35 of the government, "On Measures to Increase =
Purchasfng, Improve Agricultural and Sheep Products, and Bepond Marliets ia Cities
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These chiefs did not even

taking the trovdie to pur-
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